
Lisbon Winter School in Research Skills and Methods

February 4 - 16, 2013

Welcome Note

The Lisbon Winter School in Research Skills and Methods is a two-week academic event composed 

of a selected set of intensive courses designed to enhance transversal and methodological skills in  

the social sciences and humanities. 

All  doctoral  and  master’s  students  are  welcome  at  the  Winter  School  to  learn  or  to  refresh 

knowledge on qualitative and quantitative methods and techniques or on research-related practical  

issues, such as how to write a paper abstract or how to manage an international research project.

The Winter School offers participants quality and useful complementary academic training, delivered 

at a very reasonable cost. Each course grants a number of ECTS credits if  participants ask to be 

assessed.

The first  edition of  the Lisbon Winter  School will  be held on February 4-16, at  the FCSH/NOVA  

campus in central Lisbon, a warm and pleasant city to study and discover. 

You are kindly invited to join us. 

 
Susana Salvaterra Trovão

Full Professor at FCSH/NOVA
Scientific Coordinator of the Winter School
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Courses

Week 1 Week 2

Course 1. Qualitative Research: Ethnography,  
Interviewing and Focus Groups

February 4 - 8 (Assessment on Feb 14)

Instructors: Marco Lisi, José Mapril, 
Sónia Vespeira de Almeida, 
and Frederico Delgado Rosa

Course 5. Studying the Elites: 
Questionnaires, Interviews and 
Data Analysis

February 13 - 16

Instructor: Luca Verzichelli

Course 2. Statistical Analysis with R

February 4 - 8

Instructor: António Manuel Rodrigues

Course 6. Event History Analysis

February 13 - 16

Instructor: Enrico Borghetto

Course 3. Social Network Analysis

February 6 - 8

Instructor: Marta Pedro Varanda

Course 7. Research Project Management

February 13 - 16

Instructor: Elisabetta De Giorgi

Course 4. Abstract Writing

February 4 - 6

Instructor: João Costa

Lectures start at 6 pm (business days) and at 10 am (Saturday, February 16).
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Course 1

Qualitative Research: 
Ethnography, Interviewing and Focus Groups

February 4 - 8, 2013 12 hours 2 ECTS

I. Instructors

Marco Lisi
marcolisi@fcsh.unl.pt 

MSc in Political Science (2003), ISCTE-IUL
PhD in Political Science (2007), University of Florence
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Studies, FCSH/NOVA
Research  interests:  Political  Parties,  Electoral  Behaviour,  Comparative 
Politics, Representation

José Mapril
jmapril@fcsh.unl.pt

PhD in Anthropology (2008), ICS, University of Lisbon
Researcher, CRIA, and Invited Lecturer, FCSH/NOVA
Research  interests:  Migration;  Transnationalism;  Islam;  Subjectivities; 
South Asia; Bangladesh

Sónia Vespeira de Almeida
sonia.almeida@fcsh.unl.pt 

PhD in Anthropology (2008), ISCTE-IUL
Researcher, CRIA, and Invited Lecturer, FCSH/NOVA
Research  interests:  Artistic  Practices;  Contemporary  Art  Colections; 
National Identities; Democratic Transition in Portugal; Uses of Memory

3

Winter School Office
winterschool@fcsh.unl.pt

(+ 351) 21 790 83 45
http://www.fcsh.unl.pt/phd

http://www.fcsh.unl.pt/winterschool/
mailto:winterschool@fcsh.unl.pt


Lisbon Winter School in Research Skills and Methods

February 4 - 16, 2013

Frederico Delgado Rosa
fdelgadorosa@fcsh.unl.pt

PhD in Ethnology (2000), University of Paris X – Nanterre
Researcher, CRIA, and Invited Lecturer, FCSH/NOVA
Research  interests:  History  of  Anthropology;  Colonialism;  Pre-Modern 
Ethnographies

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

This course aims to introduce participants to core methods of qualitative research in the study of  
individual and collective attitudes and behaviors: ethnography, qualitative interviewing and focus  
groups. Sessions combine a lecture format with a seminar component in which all participants will  
discuss the assigned readings, analyze empirical issues and practice.

Participants  are  expected  to  understand  and  interpret  how  qualitative  research  is  done  and  
reported, to identify the main advantages and pitfalls of qualitative methods, and to successfully  
apply those methods. 

2. Useful applications

The  course  aims  to  engage  participants  in  practical  experience  through  exercises  in  qualitative  
methods.  Participants  will  gain  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  begin  to  apply  relevant  qualitative 
empirical methods based on ethnography, interviews and focus groups. The workshop will provide  
not  only  the  basic  instruments  to  produce  a  high‐quality  research  product,  but  also  a  better 
understanding  of  the  application  and  interpretation  of  these  methods.  Biographic  and  cultural 
research, party politics, electoral campaigns and political communication, and market research are 
among the wide variety of topics where ethnography, qualitative interviewing and focus groups can  
be usefully applied.

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

Participants should bring a laptop and a digital recorder. The previous reading of the bibliography is 
recommended.
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4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

The  first  session  will  provide  an  introduction  to  the  variety  of  instruments  of  qualitative 
methodologies and to the challenges these methods have to face when compared to quantitative 
methodologies.  In  the second part  of  the session we will  analyse  a  core  ethnographic  method:  
observation.

The second session  will  start  with  a  comparison  between different  types  of  interviews,  namely 
between open (in-depth),  semi-structured and structured interviews. We will  then deal  with the 
process and problems to conduct qualitative interviews on attitudes and behaviours. First, we will  
discuss how to prepare interviews, select the research questions and identify relevant cases. Second, 
we will focus on the steps to follow for conducting interviews, capturing the data (i.e. taking notes) 
and interpreting the discourse. We will go over post-interview issues and the use of the data.

The  third  session  will  be  dedicated  to  biographical  and  ethnographic  interviews,  a  particularly  
complex  type  of  qualitative  interviewing  applied  across  academic  fields  (e.g.  anthropological,  
sociological, political and historical research) and in non-academic activities (e.g. job market). 

The fourth session introduces the students to the collection and interpretation of family histories 
and the genealogical method, an essential instruments to understand social and cultural dynamics 
over generations.   

The fifth session begins by examining what a focus group is. We will then discuss some common  
problems of this type of methods, such as the role of the mediator, the number of participants and  
the composition of a focus group, the use of the data collected, and the ethical concerns about the 
publicity of the results. The session ends with a final discussion on qualitative research methods.

In the sixth session, participants will practice the methods covered by the syllabus.

Session Topic Readings

Day 1
Feb 4, 18.00 - 20.00

- Introduction to qualitative research methods
Rubin and Rubin, Ch. 1-2
Leech et al.

Day 2
Feb 5, 18.00 - 21.00

- Ethnographic observation and its history Stocking

Day 3
Feb 6, 18.00 - 20.00

- Qualitative interviewing. 1: ethnographic and 
biographical interviews 

Schensul et al., pp. 69-89; 121-
164
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Peabody et al.
Spradley

Day 4
Feb 7, 18.00 - 20.00

-  Qualitative interviewing 2: family histories Rivers, W. 

Day 5
Feb 8, 18.00 - 20.00

- Focus groups
- Debate: strengths, weaknesses and pitfalls of 
qualitative research methods

Morgan, Ch. 4-6
Morgan and Spanish
Delli Carpini and Williams
Soss
Whyte, Ch. 12-14

Day 6
Feb 14, 18.00 - 20.00

- Practice and Assessment

5. Bibliography

• Delli Carpini, Michael X., and Bruce Williams. 1994. The Method is the Message: Focus Groups as a  
Method of Social, Psychological, and Political Inquiry. Research in Micropolitics 4: 57-85.

• Leech, Beth L., et al. 2002. “Symposium: Interview Methods in Political Science”. PS: Political Science  
and Politics 35 (4): 663–688.

• Morgan, David L. 1996. Focus Groups as Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.
• Morgan,  David  L.,  and  Margaret  T.  Spanish.  1984.  Focus  Groups:  A  New  Tool  for  Qualitative  

Research. Qualitative Sociology 7 (3): 253-270.
• Peabody et al. 1990. Interviewing Political Elites. PS: Political Science & Politics 23 (3): 451-455.
• Rivers, W. 1910. “The genealogical method of anthropological inquiry”, Sociological Review, III, 57-74.
• Rubin, Herbert J., and Irene Rubin. 2011. Qualitative Interviewing: The Art of Hearing Data. Thousand 

Oaks: Sage Publications.
• Schensul, Jean J., Stephan L. Schensul, and Margaret D. Lecompte, eds. 1999. Essential Ethnographic  

Methods. Observations, Interviews and Questionnaires. Walnut Creek, CA and London: Altamira Press.
• Soss,  Joe.  2006.  Talking  Our  Way  to  Meaningful  Explanations:  A  Practice‐Centered  View  of  

Interviewing for Interpretive Research. In  Interpretation and Method: Empirical Research Methods  
and the Interpretive Turn, edited by Dvora Yanow and Peregrine Schwartz‐Shea. Armonk, NY: M. E. 
Sharpe.

• Spradley, J. 1979. Ethnographic Interview. Belmont: Wadsworth. 
• Stocking Jr.,  George W. 1992. “The Ethnographer’s Magic.  Fieldwork in British Anthropology from 

Tylor to Malinowski”. In  The Ethnographer’s Magic and other Essays in the History of Anthropology, 
12-59. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press.  

• Whyte, William Foote. 1984. Learning from the Field: A Guide from Experience, Newbury Park, Sage 
Publications.

6. Assessment

Grading will be based on exercises, a presentation and class participation.
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Course 2

Statistical Analysis with R

February 4 - 8, 2013 12 hours 2 ECTS

I. Instructor

António Manuel Rodrigues
amrodrigues@fcsh.unl.pt

MSc in Regional Science (1996), University of Reading
PhD in Economics (2001), University of Reading
Post-doc Researcher at e-GEO, FCSH/NOVA
Research interests: Applied Statistics, Geographical Information Sciences 
and the development of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS)

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

The growing need to master statistical analysis' tools in every field of the social sciences is justified  
by  the  growing  availability  of  consistent  sources  of  information.  Yet,  an  inadequate  use  of  
quantitative  methods  generally  adds  entropy  to  the  process  of  knowledge  creation.  At  the 
postgraduate level, given the diversity of scientific areas, there is the need to acquire the necessary  
skills  to  efficiently  use  a  flexible  software  tool,  which  should  be  effective  at  (1)  connecting,  
importing, manipulating and exporting data from different sources/formats, (2)  providing a wide  
range of tools able to tackle virtually any quantitative problem, and (3) being open in the sense that  
it allows the analysis of the algorithms used as well as providing a platform where new code may be  
implemented. R provides just that. Developed from and as the open-source version of S-plus, the R  
language is a cross-platform, open-source statistical programming language, widely used in all fields 
of science.
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The  present  course  is  aimed at  the  postgraduate  level,  and  has  the  objective  of  providing  the 
necessary skills to tackle, within the R environment, basic and intermediate quantitative problems. 

After completing this course, the student will be able: 

• To identify which statistical methodologies are adequate in order to tackle a given problem;
• To explore, represent and summarize distinct data structures; 
• To infer population behaviors given available sample datasets; 
• To estimate and test the robustness of causal relationships.

2. Useful applications

R may be useful in any academic or non-academic research using quantitative data and statistical  
analysis.

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

Course participants should have attended, at least at the undergraduate level, courses in descriptive  
and inferential statistics.

4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

The course will be held during one week, on a daily basis. Each class will be divided into four parts:

1. Presentation of a case-study in order to familiarize students with the type of problem they  
will be able to tackle with the tools they will learn that day;

2. Theoretical presentation of statistical methods;
3. Application using code provided to the student;
4. Exercises.

 
Session Topic

Day 1
Feb 4, 18.00 - 20.30

- Data input-output; R as a calculator; data structures; frequency tables

Day 2
Feb 5, 18.00 - 20.30

- Frequency distributions; descriptive statistics; R graphical engine

Day 3
Feb 6, 18.00 - 20.30

- Inferential statistics: univariate and multivariate techniques

Day 4
Feb 7, 18.00 - 20.30

- Regression analysis: General linear model and categorical models
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Day 5
Feb 8, 18.00 - 20.00

- Applied project and/or final examination

5. Bibliography

• Crawley, Michael J. 2007. The R Book. Chichester, UK: Wiley.
• Murrell, Paul. 2006. R Graphics. Boca Raton, FL: Chapman & Hall/CRC.

6. Assessment

Grading will be based on a final exam.
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Course 3

Social Network Analysis

February 6 - 8, 2013 9 hours 1.5 ECTS

I. Instructor

Marta Pedro Varanda
marta.varanda@ics.ul.pt

MSc in Sociology (1991), University of South Carolina
PhD in Sociology (2003), Université de Lille 1
Research fellow at ICS/UL
Research  Interests:  Collective  Action,  Co-management  of  Hydrological 
Resources, Public Policies, Social Network Analysis

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

In  this  workshop,  participants  will  learn  and  practice  how  to  conduct  some  basic  but  still  
fundamental analyses of networks as well as to visualise them. All exercises and examples will be  
based on real data and patterns of social relations will be analysed in order to understand dynamics  
of social systems such as cooperation, conflict, innovation, collective action, as well as the role of the 
individuals (e.g. leadership) and subgroups (e.g. “cliquish” tendencies ) in those dynamics.

2. Useful applications

Social networks are a ubiquitous human phenomenon, from family to global relationships, and the  
study of social networks has been applied across all social science disciplines.

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

It  would  be  helpful  that  students  have  some familiarity  with  graph  theory,  matrix  algebra  and 
statistics.
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4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

Social network analysis (SNA) focuses on relationships between actors (i.e.  individuals,  countries, 
organizations,  families,  etc.).  According to SNA, analysis  focusing solely on actors’  attributes and  
disregarding their relations leads to a very limited and biased outlook on social reality.  It is well  
known that the patterns of social interaction – social structures – in which actors are embedded 
have important consequences for them, e.g. their capacity of innovating, of obtaining information,  
financial  resources,  social  support,  etc..  It  is  also  well  known  that  the  patterns  of  interactions 
characterizing a social system will affect its dynamics such as its capacity to diffuse innovations or to  
mobilize people for collective action to engage in conflicts. Social network analysis as a methodology 
allows the measurement and visualization of those patterns of interaction, as well as the explanation  
of how they emerged and their consequences for social systems. All the contents of the workshop 
will be illustrated with exercises using the software UCINET and NetDraw. Students are expected to 
gain practical knowledge of these tools for further application in their own research projects.

Session Topic Readings

Day 1
Feb 6, 18.00 - 21.00

- Introduction to Social network analysis (structural relational 
thinking, graph theory, matrix algebra, methods of collecting 
data using SNA)

Hanneman and Riddle, 
Ch. 1-6

Day 2
Feb 7, 18.00 - 21.00

- Individuals in networks (measures of centrality: degree, 
closeness, betweenness)

Hanneman and Riddle, 
Ch. 10

Day 3
Feb 8, 18.00 - 21.00

- Subgroups in networks (measures of subgroups: clique; n-
clique; n-clan)

Hanneman and Riddle, 
Ch. 11

5. Bibliography

• Hanneman, Robert A. and Mark Riddle. 2005. Introduction to Social Network Methods. Riverside, CA: 
University of California, Riverside. http://faculty.ucr.edu/~hanneman/

6. Assessment

Those students who must undergo assessment will do a take-home exercise.
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Course 4

Abstract Writing

February 4 - 6, 2013 9 hours 1.5 ECTS

I. Instructor

João Costa
jcosta@fcsh.unl.pt 

PhD in Linguistics (1998), Leiden University
Full Professor, Department of Linguistics, FCSH/NOVA
Vice-Dean for Research
Author/co-author  of  15  books and 63 articles  on scientific  reviews  or 
chapters in edited books
Research interests: Linguistics: Syntax and Language Acquisition

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

The course aims at making students aware of some of the ingredients for writing good abstracts for  
submission in competitive conferences.  

The contents of the course are:

• Conference selection and peer-reviewing;
• Analysis of different abstract types;
• Guidelines for the assessment of abstract quality;
• Tips for efficient abstract writing;
• Training abstract writing.
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2. Useful applications

Abstracts are key tools in any scientific area to decide if a paper is worth presented or published. 

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

Participants should bring a laptop. 

4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

Session Topic

Day 1
Feb 4, 18.00 - 21.00

- Selecting conferences for submitting an abstract – where to go? How to decide?
- What happens after an abstract is submitted? How do reviewers behave?
- What makes an abstract good?

Day 2
Feb 5, 18.00 - 21.00

- Analysis of abstracts
- Tips for writing good abstracts
- Practical exercise of abstract writing

Day 3
Feb 6, 18.00 - 21.00

- Analysis of productions.

5. Bibliography

• Luey, Beth. 2010. Handbook for Academic Authors. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

6. Assessment

Grading will be based on an example of an abstract to be submitted. 
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Course 5

Studying the Elites:
Questionnaires, Interviews and Data Analysis

February 13 - 16, 2013 9 hours 1.5 ECTS

I. Instructor

Luca Verzichelli
luca.verzichelli@unisi.it  

PhD in Political Science (1995), University of Florence
Full Professor, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Siena
Dean, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Siena (2009-2012)
Member of the Executive Committee of  the European Consortium for 
Political Research
Author/co-author of 9 books and about 60 articles on scientific reviews 
and chapters in edited books, editor/co-editor of 4 books.
Research interests: Political Elites, Comparative Political Institutions

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

The main goal of this course is the socialization of a composite audience of students from different  
backgrounds (social sciences, economics, humanities, etc.) to the field of elite studies and to the  
practices of elite interviews and data analysis.

The idea is to start  from a discussion about the main theories concerning elites and leadership,  
developed in the course of the XX century, to move then to some pragmatic questions: why elites 
are important for a number of different scholars and professionals? Why do we need, as scholars,  
journalist and policy makers, to get in touch with elite people and get information from them? What 
do we expect from top elite people when we meet them? How to build a rapport with them? 

14

Winter School Office
winterschool@fcsh.unl.pt

(+ 351) 21 790 83 45
http://www.fcsh.unl.pt/phd

http://www.fcsh.unl.pt/winterschool/
mailto:winterschool@fcsh.unl.pt


Lisbon Winter School in Research Skills and Methods

February 4 - 16, 2013

Different examples will be discussed, from a broad set of interdisciplinary approaches, in order to  
maximize the audience's skills in interviewing elites, listening to them and analysing the information  
received from them. 

2. Useful applications

Through  this  course,  students  are  expected  to  achieve  methodological  skills  and  cognitive 
information which will be useful in order to organize a research design in the field of elite studies, or  
to start a professional experience in fields like journalism, lobbying, crisis-management, etc..

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

Basic knowledge of an electronic sheet for the organization of a small data set. Participants should  
bring a laptop.

4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

The 8 hour course is designed as follows. During a first meeting, a short summary of elite leadership  
theories in a democratic context will be provided, in order to show the audience the relevance of  
these theories and their implications. This lecture has a pragmatic goal, more than an academic one.  
It is indeed designed to discuss the need of conceiving elites and leaders as on object of study for a  
number of scholars and professionals.

A second meeting will be devoted to the organisation of a meeting with top elite people: how to 
build a rapport, how to prepare structured or semi-structured questionnaires, etc.

A  third  meeting  will  be  devoted  to  the  analysis  of  the  elite  discourse,  attitudes  and  reactions.  
Excerpts from different examples of researches (i.e. historical, sociological, political approaches) will  
be used in order to focalise a number of problems arising during a meeting with leaders and elite  
people: among them, the risk of a psychological subordination of the interviewer.

A  fourth  meeting  will  be  devoted  to  the  analysis  of  the  data/information  collected  from  elite 
interviews. Different types of outcomes will be discussed: quantitative data sets, qualitative data,  
discourse analysis, biographic information, etc.

Session Topic Readings

Day 1

Feb 13, 18.00  - 20.00

A discussion about elite and leadership theories will be 
proposed, shortly reviewing the classic elite theory and some 
more recent contributions on elite changes.
- Round  Table (Introduction of all participants)

Higley and Pakulski
Cotta and Verzichelli
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- Presentation of the short course
- Introduction to elite theory(ies) and the relationship 
between the notions of leadership, elite and democracy

Day 2

Feb 14, 18.00  - 20.00

The key topic of the second meeting will be the organization 
of an interview with top elite people.
- Planning an elite interview
- How to build a good rapport
- Types of questionnaire
- Preparation to the interview

Richards
Bale
Lilleker

Day 3

Feb 15, 18.00  - 20.00

The main topic of the third meeting elite is that of elite 
reactions to interviews and elite attitudes.
- Conduction of the interview
- Problems of communication during the interview
- the link interviewee – interviewer: problems and strategies 
- Analysis of texts (Excerpts from different researches)

Putnam, Ch. 1-2
Goldstein

Day 4

Feb 16, 10.00  - 13.00

The fourth meeting focuses the outcomes of a research on 
elites: report, data set, etc.
- Presentation of the different outcomes: qualitative and 
quantitative data and reports
- Short simulation: construction of a data set and qualitative 
report

Notes from the 
instructor

5. Bibliography

• Bale, Tim. 1996. Other People's Words: Creating a Market for Interview Material in Political Science. 
Politics 16(1): 63-67.

• Cotta, Maurizio, and Luca Verzichelli, Elite Convergence in Europe, mimeo.
• Goldstein Kenneth. 2002. Getting in the Door: Sampling and Completing Elite Interviews.  Political  

Science and Politics 35(4): 669-672.
• Higley,  John,  and  Jan  Pakulski.  2007.  Elite  and  Leadership  Change  in  Liberal  Democracies. 

Comparative Sociology  6 (1/2): 6-26.
• Lilleker, Darren G. 2003. Interviewing the Political Elite: Navigating a Political Minefield. Politics 23(3): 

207-214.
• Putnam, Robert D. 1976. The Comparative Study of Political Elites. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.
• Richards, David. 1996. Elite Interviewing: Approaches and Pitfalls. Politics 16(3): 199-204.

6. Assessment 

Grading will be based on (1) active participation in class, (2) the involvement in a final exercise to be 
conducted during the fourth meeting, and (3) the originality of a short report (2/5 pages) based on 
the discussion of a given research outcome (data distribution or text analysis), to be delivered by e-
mail.
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Course 6

Event History Analysis

February 13 - 16, 2013 12 hours 2 ECTS

I. Instructor

Enrico Borghetto
borghenry@gmail.com 

PhD in Political Studies (2007), University of Milan
Post-doc Researcher at CESNOVA, FCSH/NOVA
Research interests:  European Politics; Legislative Politics; the impact of 
the EU on domestic politics; the dynamics of policy agendas

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

Event  history  methods  are  growing  in  popularity  in  the  social  sciences.  Researchers  have 
traditionally  turned  to  this  set  of  tools  when  their  research  question  concerned  not  only  the  
occurrence/non-occurrence  of  the  event  of  interest,  but  when it  occurred.  Why  are  some 
parliamentary  governments  more durable  than others?  What  determines the duration  of  peace 
among dyads of countries? How long do different types of individuals remain unemployed and why?  
Why are some bills delayed whereas others are swiftly adopted? Event history analysis (EHA) allows  
incorporating information on the timing of change in our models, thereby providing the researcher 
with  additional  analytical  leverage  with  respect  to  other  research  methods.  For  instance,  in  
comparison with Ordinary least squares (OLS), it allows to deal with censored data and time-varying  
covariates.

This is an introductory course to statistical methods for analyzing event history data. The central 
objectives of the course are: to provide the student with the tools to engage published academic  
works in their discipline which use EHA; to clarify the advantages and peculiarities of this technique  
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with respect to others; to teach basic event history procedures in R; to point the students in the  
direction of further readings on the subject according to their area of interest.

After completing this course the student will have acquired an overview on: 

• The basic terminology and concepts of EHA (e.g. censoring & truncation, hazard and survival  
functions);

• Time-to-event data structures (e.g. single-episode or multi-episode data); 
• Basic non-parametric tools (e.g. Kaplan-Meier estimators, graphs of survivor functions, test 

of inequality);
• The range of event-history models available and how to choose among them (e.g. semi-

parametric, parametric models);
• The use of the Cox’s semi-parametric proportional hazards model, one of the most widely  

used in the social sciences. After examining its underlying assumptions, time will be devoted 
to  the  interpretation  and  presentation  of  results,  as  well  as  to  the  understanding  of  
goodness-of-fit indices and diagnostic techniques. 

2. Useful applications

As suggested by its other denomination, survival analysis, EHA methods were developed initially by 
epidemiologists to study the survival of individuals until death. Social science disciplines where event 
history  methods  have  been  applied  include  international  relations  (e.g.  duration  of  civil  wars),  
comparative  politics  (e.g.  duration  of  coalitions),  EU  studies  (e.g.  speed  of  EU  decision-making 
processes),  the  study  of  elites  (e.g.  ministerial  turnover),  the  sociology  of  work  (e.g.  spells  of  
unemployment), family studies (e.g.  length of marriages).  The growing availability of longitudinal  
data and the capacity of the method to address substantive social science problems are among the 
strongest motivations to use these models. 

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

Course participants should be familiar with the basics of inferential statistics, although the instructor  
will adapt the course as much as possible to the requirements of students. Also, some familiarity  
with the R package is desirable. A short introduction to R main commands may be provided at the 
beginning of the course at the request of students.

Note: the R package is freely available at http://cran.r-project.org/. 

4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

The course will meet for four days on a row. It is a computer intensive course and it requires a basic  
knowledge of the R package (if required, the second half of the first day will be focused on getting  
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people familiar with some basic commands in R). The first part of the class will be taught primarily in  
lecture format. The second part will be a hands-on session allowing the student to work with real  
data and familiarize with R commands.  

There  will  be  an  assignment  after  each  of  the  first  three  classes  (days  1,  2,  3).  Students  are 
encouraged to do the required reading and, after solving the assigned problem set, send the do file  
to the instructor’s email before the beginning of each class. Assignments will be corrected in class  
the day after. 

Session Topic Readings

Day 1
Feb 13, 18.00 - 21.00

Lecture
- Introduction to EHA: basic concepts
Lab
- Refreshing R
- Data structure

Mills, Ch. 1-3

Day 2
Feb 14, 18.00 - 21.00

Lecture
- Non-parametric models
- Introduction to parametric models
Lab
- Work on problem sets provided by the instructor

Mills, Ch. 4, 6

Day 3
Feb 15, 18.00 - 21.00

Lecture
- Cox’s Proportional Hazards model
Lab
- Work on problem sets provided by the instructor

Mills, Ch. 5

Day 4
Feb 16, 10.00 - 13.00

Lecture
- Model selection in Survival Analysis
- Goodness-of-fit indices and diagnostic techniques
Lab
- Work on problem sets provided by the instructor

Mills, Ch. 7

5. Bibliography

• Mills, Melinda. 2011. Introducing Survival and Event History Analysis. London: SAGE.

6. Assessment

Grading will be based on assignments (80%) and class participation (20%). 
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Course 7

Research Project Management

February 13 - 16, 2013 9 hours 1.5 ECTS

I. Instructor

Elisabetta De Giorgi
degiorgi2@unisi.it

PhD in Comparative and European Politics (2008), University of Siena
Post-doc Researcher at CESNOVA, FCSH/NOVA
Research interests: Parliaments and political parties from a comparative 
perspective

II. Course Outline

1. Objectives

The management of European projects is a complex process and requires experienced and trained 
experts. The objective of this course is to familiarise participants with the research project planning 
and management. This will be done first of all by illustrating the opportunities that exist in Europe  
for developing and deploying research projects and then by explaining how to successfully proceed  
in both the planning and the management stage. As a result, the course is designed as a 12-hours  
journey along the life of EU funded projects: from fund raising to project writing, implementation 
and evaluation.

The course is divided into two parts: the first one is structured into interactive lectures, while the  
second one is more student-centred, with simulation exercises and case studies, which will help the 
participants to recognise and develop the essential project management skills.
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2. Useful applications

This course provides the basic know-how to successfully participate in the planning, budgeting and  
management  of  EU research projects,  to  engage in  European research networks,  and to report  
research results.

3. Specific requirements to attend the course

There are no specific prerequisites to attend this course. Participants should bring a laptop.

4. Syllabus and day-to-day schedule

There are two parts to the course. The first one is structured into interactive lectures (6 hours) and 
will cover the following topics: 

• EU funding opportunities (types of EU programmes, mechanisms and calls)
• The general life cycle of EU projects and their basic elements (work packages, deliverables,  

milestones, etc.)
• Project planning: how to plan and write a project (research design, searching and selecting 

partners, budget plan etc.)
• Project  management:  partners’  coordination,  administrative  and  financial  management, 

scientific and financial reports, dissemination activity

The second part is more participant-centred (6 hours), with case studies and simulation exercises.  
Participants,  organised in  working  groups,  will  perform as  project  managers  dealing  with  actual 
conditions  and  constrained  by  official  procedures  and  they  will  simulate  the  management  of 
different aspects and phases of a project. At the end of the course every working group will report  
its experience and feedback to the others.

Session Topic Readings

Day 1
Feb 13, 18.00 - 20.00

- Introduction of all participants
- Outline of the course
- Expectations by participants
- EU funding opportunities
- Life cycle basic elements of European projects

Horvat
Fenz

Day 2
Feb 14, 18.00 - 21.00

- Project planning: how to plan and write a project
- Project management: partners’ coordination, administrative 
and financial management, scientific and financial reports, 
dissemination activity
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Day 3
Feb 15, 18.00 - 20.00

- A case study: the INTUNE project, financed by the VI 
Framework Programme of the EU
- Simulation exercises

http://www.intune.it/

Day 4
Feb 16, 10.00 - 12.00

- Simulation exercises
- Written exam

5. References

• Fenz, Andrea. 2012. “Assuring the Success of EU Projects”, available online.  
• Horvat, Romana V. 2010. “EU Projects – Understand Them before Applying for One”, available online. 

6. Assessment

Grading will be based on a written exam (multiple choice quiz), concerning the topics of the first part  
of the course, and the evaluation of the participants’ involvement in the simulation exercises.
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Applications 

1. General Requirements

Applicants to the Lisbon Winter School in Research Skills and Methods should be either:

a) Doctoral or Master's Students in any scientific area;
b) University Professors or Researchers in any scientific area;
c) Professionals holding a Doctoral or Master's Degree in any scientific area.

2. Fees (per course)

Doctoral and Master's Students 

At NOVA: Free attendance
At other institutions: € 100

Scholars 

At NOVA: Free attendance
At other institutions: € 100

Professionals holding a Doctoral 
or Master's Degree

From NOVA: € 75
From other institutions: € 150

3. Application and Payment 

Applicants should deliver the form available below.

by email at winterschool@fcsh.unl.pt 

Please  complete  the  payment  in  advance,  through 
bank  transfer  using  the  following  NIB  (from  a 
Portuguese  back  account)  or  IBAN/SWIFT  (from  a 
foreign bank abroad) and attach a  proof  of  the 
payment to the application form.

Bank: Caixa Geral de Depósitos
NIB: 003501270004098893077
IBAN: PT 50003501270004098893077
Swift Code: CGDIPTPL

by hand at the following address:

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
NOVA University of Lisbon
Doctorate Section – ID Building
Avenida de Berna, 26 C
1069-061 Lisboa

Payment is completed on site (Multibanco debt card 
available).

4. Deadlines

The application  form should  be  delivered  and payment  should  be completed  until  February  1st 

(courses 1, 2, 3, and 4 – week  1) and until February 8th (courses 5, 6, and 7 – week 2).
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Application Form

Name Surname FCSH/NOVA Student No. 

• Mark with a cross the courses you wish to attend (maximum of one course per week).

Week 1 Week 2

Course 1. Qualitative Research
February 4 - 8; 14

Course 5. Studying the Elites
February 13 - 16

Course 2. Statistical Analysis with R
February 4 - 8

Course 6. Event History Analysis
February 13 - 16

Course 3. Social Network Analysis
February 6 - 8

Course 7. Research Project Management
February 13 - 16

Course 4. Abstract Writing
February 4 - 6

If you are a doctoral or master's student or scholar at FCSH/NOVA, please sign and send us a digital  
copy of this form. In case you are not a graduate student or scholar at FCSH/NOVA, please:

• Provide the information requested below.

Nationality Occupation Tax Number (NIF)

Postal Address Phone number Email

• Complete the payment (Read the guidelines for payment above).

• Sign and send us a digital copy of this form with the following attachments: 
a)  a  digital  copy (pdf  or jpg)  of  a  certificate  attesting you are enrolled in  a doctoral  /  
master's programme, or of a certificate of your doctoral / master's degree; 
b) a digital copy (pdf or jpg) of you Identity Card / Citizen Card / Passport; 
c) a proof of the payment by bank transfer.

Signature
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Practical Information

1. Where we are

The FCSH/NOVA Campus is located in central Lisbon, at Avenida de Berna 26 C, between Campo  
Pequeno Square and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.

When you arrive at the campus, you will find the Winter School Office at the Doctorate Section, ID 
Building of the FCSH/NOVA.

Original version of the underground map available at http://www.metrolisboa.pt/. 
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2. How to arrive

The campus is served by three underground stations at 5 minute walks. 

1. Saldanha takes you directly to the Airport (20 min) and to Oriente railway and intercity bus 
stations (15 min), located at Parque das Nações city area (red line).

2. São Sebastião takes you directly to the  old city centre  (Baixa-Chiado), to the intercity bus 
station at Sete Rios / Jardim Zoológico (blue line), as well as to the Airport and to Oriente  
railway station (red line).

3. Campo Pequeno takes you directly to the intercity bus station at Campo Grande (yellow 
line). 

The campus is also a 5 minute walk from Entrecampos railway station, that takes you directly to 
Sintra (UNESCO World Heritage site), to Lisbon's Parque das Nações (former Expo 98) city area, and  
to Oriente railway station. The all area surrounding the campus is crossed by several city bus lines.

3. Where to stay

You will find many accommodation facilities around the campus. The hotels and hostels below are  
set somewhere in between the campus and Saldanha / São Sebastião underground stations that  
take you directly to the airport and to Lisboa Oriente railway station.

Sana Reno Hotel ***
Av. Duque de Ávila 195/197, Lisboa
http://www.sanarenohotel.com/ 
Underground Station: São Sebastião

Hotel Principe Lisboa ***
Av. Duque d'Avila 201, 1050-082 Lisbon, 
http://www.principelisboahotel.com/
Underground Station: São Sebastião

Hotel Residencial Italia (Hostel)
Av Visconde Valmor, 67, Lisbon 
http://www.residencialitalia.com/ 
Underground Station: São Sebastião

Hotel Residencial Canada (Hostel)
Av. Defensores de Chaves, 35, Lisboa 
http://www.hotelcanada.pt/ 
Underground Station: Saldanha

4. Where to eat and shop

The campus has a students' restaurant and three cafeterias. Around the campus you will find several  
and diverse restaurants and bars serving well-priced Portuguese and international food. 

You can also eat and shop at Campo Pequeno, Monumental, Atrium, Saldanha and El Corte Inglés 
Shopping Centres (5-15 minute walk from the campus).

For more information on Lisbon, http://www.visitlisboa.com/. 
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